
 

 

Strategy Statement 

 

The international strategy for the coming years primarily involves: 

- Expanding the number of partners to increase the range of options for students 

- Increase the number of outgoing mobility places 

- Implement an English-language track for incoming mobility students 

- Develop new dual degrees 

 

 

a) Selection of mobility partners 

ESAIL's membership in Cumulus is a quality criterion for the establishment of new partnerships. As a 

result, ESAIL primarily seeks out partners who are also members of Cumulus. 

Although this criterion is important, it is not exclusive. In addition to the basic aspects of 

compatibility between programmes (analysis of the main competencies developed), there is also the 

visualisation of projects completed by the school's students.  

Lastly, only partners who implement a true exchange approach (without any financial conditions) are 

considered by ESAIL. The school looks to establish relationships that are mutually beneficial in terms 

of academic exchanges and devoid of other criteria such as financial requirements. 

b) Geographic regions 

Even though ESAIL would like to expand into countries and areas where it does not yet have any 

partners, its strategy to attract new partners is driven more by quality opportunities than by 

geographic considerations. The aim is not to have many partners in the same country, but rather to 

cover a larger number countries in order to offer a broader variety of experiences to our students. 

c) The most important mobility objectives and target groups 

The current number of outgoing mobility places meets current needs. That said, the number of 

students applying for semesters abroad has been rising these past few years. Regularly increasing our 

partnership opportunities has enabled us to anticipate this change. It is also the reason why we are 

currently expanding our partner network in order to meet future demand. Furthermore, increasing 

our outgoing mobility also increases the number of available incoming mobility places. 

 



d) Development of dual degrees 

Creating dual degrees requires that both schools involved understand the other's curriculum, 

however dissimilar they may be. Any differences must remain compatible so that students can 

navigate through them and successfully complete their studies. Dual degrees must be educationally 

relevant. The strengthening of relationships within partner schools can lead to this. For ESAIL, this 

was the case when it set up its dual degree with its German partner school. The same is possible with 

other schools that are more specialised in the design of objects, for example.  

 

Anticipated impact of ESAIL's participation in the Erasmus+ Programme on ESAIL's modernisation 

Priority 1 – Raise attainment to train the graduates and researchers that Europe needs 

ESAIL is currently one of the top interior architecture schools in France and is recognised by the 

French Council of Interior Architects (CFAI).  

Job placement studies show that our students find jobs abroad upon graduation (proof that the skills 

taught at ESAIL transcend borders and that our students' participation in the Erasmus Programme is 

well-founded).  

Priority 2 – Improve the quality and relevance of higher education 

ESAIL first sought recognition from professional associations so that its graduates can transition 

smoothly into the workforce. The recognition of the French Council of Interior Architects (CFAI) and 

the renewal of certifications by the French Ministry of Labour are two examples that attest to the 

quality of the education provided by ESAIL.  

ESAIL is also recognised by the French Ministry of Higher Education and Research, which places 

greater focus on academic criteria. To continue its efforts to improve the quality of higher education, 

ESAIL has recently set up a research unit on interior architecture. These efforts will have an impact 

on the quality of teaching provided at ESAIL and on its reputation with professionals. 

This relevance drives ESAIL's participation in the Erasmus Programme and its ability to cooperate 

with higher-education institutions throughout Europe. 

Priority 3 – Strengthen quality through mobility and cross-border cooperation 

ESAIL joined Cumulus (International Association of Universities and Colleges of Art, Design and 

Media) out of a desire to share good teaching practices with other member institutions around the 

world. This platform provides schools with opportunities for international visibility and allows them 

to build joint projects.  

For several years now ESAIL has been organising an annual international workshop that brings 

together two partner schools to discuss a specific topic in spatial design. 

Priority 4 – Link higher education, research and businesses to promote excellence and regional 

growth 



ESAIL's research activities are intentionally focused on applied research. The aim is clearly to ensure 

that ESAIL's publications are useful to instructors, students and professionals alike. It is a way to 

create links between the worlds of teaching, research and business. 

The curriculum includes various internship periods, particularly via the Erasmus Programme, that 

create a link between ESAIL and the professional world. Companies that offer internships receive a 

copy of our alumni magazine so that they can see, for themselves and in complete transparency, the 

level of education of our students. 

Priority 5 – Improve governance and financing 

ESAIL has a set aside a budget specifically for carrying out various actions around the world. This key 

priority is important for a number of reasons and requires resources. 

 


